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Re-opening during COVID-19 

The mission of Stage Right is to provide a positive and supportive environment that improves the 
quality of life for the communities they serve.  It is especially important during this time of COVID-19 
for us to adhere to that mission.  We believe that theatre arts programs like 
Stage Right are more vital than ever, given our ability to support the social 
and emotional wellbeing of students in this time of great change and trauma. 
We also believe that theatre performance opportunities—a central 
component to all theatre education programs—should continue to be 
available to all students, whether in-person or virtually.   

The health and well-being of our students, faculty, and staff are of primary 
and critical importance during the return to face-to-face instruction. With 
flexibility and support, we believe the education at Stage Right can continue 
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with modifications based on current guidelines. Stage Right has 
reviewed multiple guides, studies, and expert resources and 
synthesized them into a series of suggestions for the reopening of 
our facilities. This document is a multifaceted strategy of how we 
plan to safely re-open with minimum risk and concerns so we can 
continue to provide meaningful theatre education experiences for 
our students in the COVID-19 era.   

It includes expectations of all registered students, what changes 
have been made to each department, explanations on health 
monitoring, hand washing and other personal hygiene, physical 
distancing, wearing/purchasing cloth masks, cleaning and 
disinfecting procedures and list of EPA approved cleaners Stage 
Right is using.  As data is ever changing, so will we!   

 

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE FOLLOWED 
BY ALL STUDENTS, STAFF, PARENTS & 

AUDIENCE 

MASKS 

*Masks will be required at all times. Those students with asthma 
and breathing conditions are encouraged to join online. 

*Cloth masks are preferred. According to the CDC, cloth masks 
may help slow the spread of COVID-19, and help keep people who 
may unknowingly have the virus from transmitting it to others. 

*Extra surgical masks will be available if one is forgotten or gets 
wet. 

*Masks should also be worn outdoors in areas where social 

2

Classes will be in 

our large studios, 

outdoors & 

virtually.

We are fortunate at 
Stage Right to have a 
big enough facility that 
houses dance studios 
on three floors.  The 
dancers this summer 

were able to adapt very 
easily. For additional 
space, some classes 

may even move 
outside.

      GUIDELINES FOR 

               COVID-19 

         PREVENTION



AUGUST 13, 2020 STAGE RIGHT!

distancing measures are difficult to maintain.  Stage Right has two large tents for outdoor classes, 
weather permitting. 

*Your mask should cover your face from the bridge of your nose to under your chin. It should be 
secure enough to stay in place yet not touching the mouth. Make sure you can talk with your mask on 
and that it doesn’t irritate you, so you are not tempted to touch it or pull it out of place, which could 
put you at risk from touching your face or limit its effectiveness. 

See end of document for some suggested websites offering the latest masks for athletes/singers. 

 BEFORE AND AFTER CLASS 

*Contactless registration/payment option is available through DSP—see website to register. 

*Parents are not allowed in building so students who do not drive will need to be dropped off and 
picked up in the parking lot.  

*Upon entry students will go through an enhanced health and safety screening which will include 

• Contactless temperature screening 

• Sanitizing/Hand-washing 

• Symptom checking  

*There will be an increased staff presence to assist with symptom checking, supervision, and 
disinfecting measures. 

*If classroom is not ready, the students will be required to wait in lobby area which will have signage 
indication 6’ spots.  If there is no room left in lobby, students may be asked to wait outside until room 
is ready.  Staff will be assisting. 

DURING CLASSES 

*Sanitizer will be readily available in every room.  

*Only two people allowed in restroom at any given time. 

*Strict social-distancing measures will be in place, adhering to the 6’ guideline.  Since there is limit as 
to the number of students allowed in each space additional classes may be added if needed. 

*Windows and doors will remain open during dance classes for better air exchange and no touch 
handles. 

*Allow some time between classes for dissipation of virus in air and to disinfect the studio. 

*Water fountain has been turned off so students should bring own marked water bottle.  No snacks 
allowed. 

*Student lounge will be closed and used as an isolation room. Students should only bring one bag if 
necessary.  Bag will remain with student or against wall in studio where student is assigned. 
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*Each instructor has been trained in proper cleaning and must fill out the cleaning log that is hanging 
in each room. Custodian also cleans once a day. (For list of cleaners see end of document) 

*If a student feels ill at any time during instruction they will be isolated and sent home. 

*If Stage Right is required to suspend in-person classes due to an Emergency Declaration or other 
required closure(s),there will be no interruption of what we do. All classes will continue via ZOOM.  

DROP OFF AND PICK UP 

*Parents/drivers will drop students off in front of main door then exit parking lot. 

*Parents of those students who need assistance should plan to park and walk their children to main 
entrance while maintaining proper social distancing procedures. 

*Staff will be at main entrance to take temperature, ask wellness questions, prompt students to 
directly wash hands before going to classroom assigned and to answer any questions. 

*If a student is late, they must wait in main lobby for staff member to return and check them in 
before going to class.  If students know they will alway be late they should inform their instructor 
who will notify check-in staff. 

*To avoid clusters in parking lot we ask parents to stay in cars for pick up.  

*The side street can also be used for drop off and pick up for older students. 

*For the larger classes students will be dismissed in order of cars in parking lot.  Staff will assist with 
use of walkie talkies so instructors can excuse students in as safe a way as possible. 

*If a student has a temperature over 100.4 they will be sent home.  If a student says they do not feel 
well they will be sent home. 
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Plexiglass wall to be used in voice class between vocal 
instructor and singers.  
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The many changes to studio practice required to create a safe learning environment may be off-
putting to students and families. In spite of our present challenges we are advocates for the aspects of 
a dance education that goes beyond physical practice and technique. Our Stage Right dance 
instructors are enthusiastic about finding new ways to ensure that dance education continues to 
foster creativity, communication skills, citizenship, leadership, and empathy. In “typical” learning 
environments, we often prioritize standardized group technique classes and uniform performance of 
choreography created by the instructor. In our socially-distant in-studio and online classes we are 
excited to explore other areas of dance training as well, that may include: 

‣ Music and rhythmic training 

‣ Dance history 

‣ Improvisation 

‣ Choreography and creative practice 

‣ Observing, analyzing, and responding to dance 

‣ Dance writing and criticism 

‣ Somatic practices 

‣ Dance on camera 

‣ Master Classes with dance professionals 
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Dancers may have the opportunity to experience a 
master class from a Broadway veteran.


This summer dancers met the great Donna McKechnie 
who originated the role of Cassie in A Chorus Line and 

learned original broadway choreography from Paul 
McGill -La Cage aux Folles, Revival; Mark in A Chorus 

Line”, Revival; Memphis; Spider-Man in Spider-
Man:Turn Off The Dark; Bullets over Broadway;  

Kevin in the 2009 film Fame.

DANCE CLASSES 
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CLASSROOM DISTANCING AND RULES FOR 
DANCERS 

Dancers will maintain  8’-10’ distance when doing center work,  and 6’ 
while observing or waiting to take a turn moving.  They will be kept in one 
place as much as possible to maintain physical distance. 

Dancers will not be allowed contact or dancing immediately behind 
another  dancer, especially in traveling/across the floor movement.   

There will be no floor work to avoid skin contact, sweat and breath on the 
floor. Partnering, extensive pathways or contact will not be allowed during 
this time. 

Dynamic exercises with larger movement will be avoided to minimize air 
turbulence. Students will need to adjust to wearing a mask while dancing, 
and shorter, less vigorous movement classes may be happening during this 
adjustment period. If a dancers mask becomes saturated with moisture 
from breathing or sweat they need to change into a dry mask. New masks 
designed specifically for physical activity are now available. (See bottom of 
document for websites) 

Dancers must wear dance shoes in the studio.  Bare feet will not be 
permitted. 

Since bathroom occupancy is limited, students should come with dance 
attire under regular clothes. 

Dancers are encouraged to keep masks on at all times but may leave the 
studio at any time if they need to go outside and remove mask.  They must 
re-wash hands upon entry. 

Teachers will also be required to wear masks so they will not be yelling over 
the music and may be talking softer to avoid vocal strain. Some instructors 
may be using a microphone. 

Ballet barres will be used sparingly, and sanitation procedures will be in 
place after each use by the ballet instructor. 
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Respiratory particles are beyond a doubt responsible for transmission of 
COVID-19, and aerosol transmission is highly plausible according to 
latest studies.  Respiratory particles, including droplets and aerosols, 
exist in human exhaled breath. It is still ultimately unknown how aerosol 
production varies according to voice type, vocal register, or vocal style 
(belt, growl, classical, choral, etc), and this topic deserves more study. 

Regardless of the variation in types of singing, eliminating this aerosol 
burden entirely is unlikely. Since the early days of the pandemic, 
governmental bodies across the world have recommended “social 
distancing” or “physical distancing” techniques as the optimal way to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19.  Stage Right has taken every precaution 
to make sure the students are as safe as can be. 

WHAT’S NEW IN VOICE CLASS 
Stage Right has made some changes to its voice classes and taken 
protective measures to ensure safest distancing between singers.  The 
group classes will be moved to a larger studio with a limit of students to 
allow 6’ between singers.   

Weather permitting voice classes will be held outside. 

Stage Right has also purchased plexiglass shields to be used between 
instructor and the singers.  Vocal instructors have been trained in proper 
cleaning before and after each voice class using EPA approved cleaner.   

Ventilation may play an important role in transmission. Windows and 
doors will be open when possible to help with natural ventilation. 
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Music is a social balm for 
soothing anxiety, enhancing 
community connections and 
acting in defiance of a threat 
to community spirit during 

As long as we live, there is never enough singing.

	 	 	 	 	 	 -Martin 

 VOICE CLASSES
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Advanced techniques for air filtration or sterilization have been updated by replacing all HVAC filters 
with HEPA approved filters. 

Masks are to be worn by singers. While there has been limited discussion of PPE use in singers, it is 
reasonable to assume that PPE use will help singers more safely interact with one another.  Singers 
should consider wearing cloth masks with at least a double layer to voice classes. Rather than filtering 
out small particles like N95 masks, cloth masks may reduce transmission by containing expired jets 
of respiratory particles.     

WHAT VOICE STUDENTS SHOULD EXPECT 

‣ Voice students must bring their own pencils and three ring binder for music. No sharing will be 
allowed. 

‣ Music and notes from vocal instructors may also be delivered electronically. Students will be given 
instructions on how and where to access from their teacher. 

‣ Bring personal water bottle as water fountains will not be used. 

‣ Avoid unnecessary touching, movement or singing that might increase the transmission of aerosol 
droplets. 

‣ Vocal instructors may use humming during the learning process rather than open mouth singing. 

‣ Auditions for musicals these days ask actors to bring in all different types of music, including 
Contemporary Musical Theatre, Traditional and Golden Age Musical Theatre, Operetta, Pop, Rock, 
Hip/Hop, R&B, Folk, Country and more. Instructors will use this time to help the students start 
their audition books or help fill any holes they may have. 

‣ If chairs are used in class, students must remain in same chair for entirety of class.  All equipment 
and surfaces will be cleaned by instructors after each class. 
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“Young people who see theater regularly and work 
with exceptional teaching artists over several years are 
profoundly affected. They are better able to work with 
their peers, more likely to imagine a world different 

than the one that currently surrounds them, and they show 
increased hope for their own future.” This is based on the 
findings from the longitudinal research study made possible 
by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), Theatre for 
Young Audiences (TYA/USA) and Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG).  These results resonate with our own 
experiences here at Stage Right watching thousands of kids 
and families engage with the arts over the past 21 years.  

Arts give us a way to make sense of the world, learn about 
ourselves and people different than us, and imagine 
something new. These skills will be absolutely key as we return from a global event that shut us inside 
our houses for weeks and months, and arts experiences will be vital in helping our young people 
create the future they want to live in.  This is only a small portion of why it is important to ensure that 
our youth have access and invitation to the performing arts. Now, more than ever. 

HOW TO SAFELY ACT TOGETHER 
Of course, actors have been recording their own auditions for years whenever they've found 
themselves in the wrong place and time, most colleges require a video pre-screen audition before an 
actual in person audition can take place but now in the time of COVID-19, self-taping is the only 
option.  Acting instructors are going to take advantage of this time to work on how to best record an 
audition, make a self tape and film acting.  

* Advanced actors will be required to read a play.  Instructors will provide a list to choose from. 

* Voiceovers  and Voiceover demo reels may be discussed as this can be a large part of an actors 
career. 

* In person acting classes may take place outside. When indoors, actors must maintain 6’ distance at 
all times. 

* There will be no extensive blocking allowed but instead concentrating on monologues, 2-3 people 
scenes that can remain socially distanced. 

* Large movement will be avoided and there will be no contact between actors. 

* Students will work on their resumes, either making one or re-vamping their current one.  They will 
also discuss head shots and the importance of them. 

* Instructors will inform students how they will receive materials as some may distribute digital 
scripts. 

*Students must not share materials such as scripts, pencils and no props will be used. 
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Stage Right has recently held a series of online 
workshops via Zoom, and will continue to offer 
students virtual workshops. 

IN CONCLUSION 
Our current goal is to re-open Stage Right with topline 
safety considerations and measures in place to allow 
healthy students a place to enjoy all that we have to 
offer on-site. 

For those that do not feel comfortable being on-site, 
online educational opportunities will also be available. 

We know there is no guarantee of zero risk. We hope 
you will choose to join us soon, but most importantly 
we hope that you continue to remain safe. 

We are constantly monitoring conditions and best 
practices, and we continue to learn every day from 
health and government authorities. As a result, our 
operational changes and safety measures may change 
from time to time as circumstances evolve. 

MASKS DESIGNED FOR SINGERS/
ATHLETES 

*Some of these items are on pre-sale so check them 
out soon! 

https://www.underarmour.com/en-us/p/ua-
sportsmask/1368010.html 

https://www.broadwayreliefproject.com/singersmask 

*Some teachers may be wearing these masks to teach 
so students can see their mouths. These are not 
allowed for students at this time. 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/826054570/10pcs-
clear-bpa-free-transparent-visible 
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ALEX BRIGHTMAN

Whose been seen on Broadway in Beetljuice, 
School of Rock, Matilda, Big Fish, Wicked and 

Glory Days had a 

master class with the Stage Right students  
via ZOOM in June.  It was a HUGE success!


PETER SMITH


Whose Broadway credits include Rent, 
Mamma Mia, Hairspray, Fiddler on The Roof 
and Cry Baby had visited our studios pre-

COVID. 


These are just a few examples of the type of 
training students at Stage Right can continue 

to receive!


https://www.underarmour.com/en-us/p/ua-sportsmask/1368010.html
https://www.underarmour.com/en-us/p/ua-sportsmask/1368010.html
https://www.broadwayreliefproject.com/singersmask
https://www.etsy.com/listing/826054570/10pcs-clear-bpa-free-transparent-visible
https://www.etsy.com/listing/826054570/10pcs-clear-bpa-free-transparent-visible
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EPA APPROVED CLEANERS  

Along with the daily cleaning of the facility, Stage Right is using these approved cleaners. 

• Force Disinfectant  EPA # 1839-220-70053 

• Lysol Spray Disinfectant  EPA # 777-99-675 

• Power Plus Bona Floor Cleaner EPA # 85837-4-91861 

• Clorax Clean up Cleaner & Bleach EPA # 5813-21 

• Chemical compound made up of Quaternary Alkyl dimenthal benzoyl ammonium chloride 
dihydrate 

Stage Right has purchased two Disinfectant Fogger machines that provide chemical disinfectant to 
the classrooms.  It is a procedure that lasts between 10-15 minutes.  The fog is used to reduce the 
number of airborne microorganisms while it applies disinfectant to all surfaces immediately. 

Intensive daily cleaning will take place by custodial staff before classes.  Staff and 
instructors will also disinfect/sanitize these areas throughout class times. 

• Entry and reception areas 

• Door handles 

• Any shared equipment (including kitchen items) 

• Bathrooms 

Can I get a face mask exemption or waiver? 
No, you cannot get a waiver or exemption from wearing a face mask. Recently, fake cards 
and flyers, claiming that the bearer is exempt from mask-wearing regulations, have shown 
up in some areas. They claim that the person carrying them has a physical or mental 
condition covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) that makes them unable to 
wear a face mask or covering. 

The United States Department of Justice has issued a statement about these fake mask 
exemptions, explaining that these cards and flyers are fraudulent. 
The individual in question would have to establish that they are a person with a disability 
under the law, which has specific legal standards and is not always an easy or 
straightforward thing to do. 

Even if a person could identify their disability and prove that not wearing a mask without 
any other precaution was a reasonable request, Stage Right has the authority to turn that 
person away based on the direct threat that they may pose to others. 
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https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/coronavirus/coronavirus-face-masks-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-warns-inaccurate-flyers-and-postings-regarding-use-face-masks-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-warns-inaccurate-flyers-and-postings-regarding-use-face-masks-and
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OUR FACT CHECK SOURCES ON THIS SUBJECT: 
• Department of Justice, June 30 Press Release 
• Department of Justice, COVID-19 Alert on Fraudulent Face Mask Flyers 

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS OR 
SUGGESTIONS, CALL (724) 832-7464 

“If you live in the past that’s depression, and if 
you live in the future that’s anxiety. So you 
have no choice but to live in the present.” 

         —Sarah Silverman 
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